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in all the village comprehends. Mr. Greart, the bene- 
factor of the village, does not believe in war "for any 
reason whatsoever." From him alone, Philip receives 
kindness. It is he that gives him the immortal title: 
"Hero of the Durable." Elsa, too, hails him as her hero 
in the vanguard leading on to a new world of peaceful 
conquest. Together they face the future undaunted, in- 
spired by the beauty of the vision of peace before them. 

Among the many felicities of expression that we may 
expect from the author of "King Arthur's Jewel" there 
is at least one phrase that deserves to live in our thought 
and speech — "Hero of the Durable." It is the keynote 
of the play. Mrs. Trask has no more sympathy for the 
mollycoddle than the high-spirited Elsa. She would 
turn the heroic qualities that men undoubtedly show in 
war to higher ends. She does not fear for the loss of 
the "manly virtues." 

It is interesting that Mrs. Trask does not seek to de- 
nounce war because of its inevitable sufferings. She 
goes back of that. She pictures the terrible irony of the 
attempt to perform a wicked deed in a righteous man- 
ner. She shows us the bitter inconsistency of the pray- 
ers of rival nations ascending to the same God. She 
tells us of the folly of wounding men and then trying 
to heal them. She holds up to our derision the paradox 
of "civilized war." 

She points out the awful guilt of those literalists who 
will quote the words of Christ, "I came not to send 
peace, but a sword," as a justification of war. "Why 
can't we use the same common sense in interpreting the 
words of Christ that we do in interpreting the words 
of any other writer or teacher?" 

Why don't you preach a logical God? she demands 
of the ministers. How can God be a God of battles 
and also a God of peace ? The somewhat pompous rec- 
tor of the play waives the question. "Faith," says he, 
"is higher than logic." Quick comes the reply: "I grant 
you that — as much higher as the arch springing from 
the pavement is higher than the foundation; but it must 
be a faith founded on logic." We cannot solve diffi- 
culties by dodging them. Faith surpasses reason, but 
it cannot contradict it. Men may not see a vision as 
Philip did in the night on the battlefield, or hear a voice 
of prophecy as Elsa did at night in her troubled sleep. 
"All they have to do is to think to the root of the mat- 
ter." From every point of view war is unthinkably 
wicked. 

The truths that Mrs. Trask sets forth in this play 
with humor and irony and dramatic force are truths 
destined to prevail in the march of civilization. The 
idea of the essential unity of the world is taking hold 
of men everywhere. Old prophecies are coming to pass. 
Mrs. Trask is no thoughtless pleader for peace. She 
has a great conviction, and she writes with the courage 
of that conviction. 

It is pleasant to recall that last July, at the unveiling 
of the memorial fountain to Mr. Spencer Trask in 
Congress Park, Saratoga, Governor Glynn spoke of Mr. 
Trask as "one of the captains of peace to whom this 
nation owes its industrial supremacy." "In the van- 
guard" of those constructive forces for peace belongs 
Mrs. Trask, saying, with the voice of prophecy and 
poetry: "The Heroes of the Durable" shall triumph. 

Northampton, Mass. 



The Peace Movement and Social Reform. 

By George W. Nasmyth. 

Are you working for better educational facilities, for 
parks, playgrounds, libraries, colleges, and universities? 
All these things require funds, and the demands of the 
war system are more insistent than yours. 

Are you at work upon the problem of rural life and 
the congestion of the cities? The burden of high in- 
terest rates, caused by the destruction of wealth in the 
war system, bears most heavily upon the farmer, holds 
back the development of country life, and sends mil- 
lions of farmers' sons to the great cities. 

Are you interested in old age pensions, unemploy- 
ment insurance, mothers' pensions, the war against 
tuberculosis, high infant mortality? Militarism and 
war blunt the finer instincts of the social conscience and 
strengthen all the forces of reaction. 

Are you giving your time and energy to the desperate 
struggle against alcohol, the social evil, preventing dis- 
ease, vice, and destitution? And are you sometimes 
discouraged by the indifference of men? The prepara- 
tion for war and the preoccupation of the minds of men 
with the artificial enemies which false ideas have cre- 
ated, leaves no time or energy for the struggle against 
the real enemies of the human race. 

Are you working for woman suffrage, and do you 
meet the argument that society is founded upon force? 
You will have to join forces with the peace movement 
to overthrow the great heresy and to demonstrate that 
society is founded upon cooperation and the division of 
labor. 

Are you working for better relations between capital 
and labor? While the philosophy of force is writ large 
in international relations, you cannot hope that the in- 
dustrial war will cease. 

Are you working for the principles of Socialism? As 
long as destructive competition is the rule between na- 
tions you cannot hope to establish the co-operative com- 
monwealth on secure foundations. 

Are you interested in the abolition of child labor, 
disease-breeding tenements, and slums? Militarism, 
with its cold-blooded sacrifice of human lives by the 
hundred thousands, is in direct opposition to the idea 
of the infinite value of a human soul, which is the basis 
of the social conscience. 

Are you interested in charities and the relief of dis- 
tress? The war system drags the world into misery 
more rapidly than all your efforts can lift it out. The 
peace movement is preventive charity. 

Are you working for the establishment of the king- 
dom of heaven upon earth? Then add your forces to 
the peace movement as the first practical step toward 
social reconstruction. 



A German Woman's Appeal. 

By Frida Perlen. 

The Women's League of the German Peace Society 
at its first meeting in June of this year received a won- 
derful letter from Bertha von Suttner. She wrote that 
it afforded her the greatest happiness and satisfaction 
to have organized such a league. "I greet you and con- 
gratulate you, honored fellow-combatants — for such 
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must you show yourselves to be. It is not an easy task 
to work for pacifist ideals." The noble Baroness is 
gone ; she was not to live to behold the breaking out of 
this world conflagration. Scarcely was she taken away 
when Europe burst into flames ! 

Never has an organization at the beginning of its 
career had greater tasks or greater duties to fulfill than 
has ours. It now concerns us to prove that we are 
worthy to enter upon the inheritance of a Bertha von 
Suttner — we wives, we mothers of Europe are called to 
this. We must and we can take up the work of making 
this truly the last European war, and of seeing to it that 
this present conflict shall soon cease. We hear today 
only expressions of national sentiment, which, however 
great and beautiful they are, do not dry the tears which 
the mothers and wives of Europe must shed. 

We, who are neither small-minded nor cowardly — for 
today it requires very great courage to oppose the pre- 
vailing opinion and to follow one's own conscience — we 
exclaim, "Peace, and once again, Peace." 

In very truth, you women have the power to be the 
promoters of civilization — you have the power to work 
again for the civilization which is today being trampled 
under foot. Never was the fundamental idea of an or- 
ganization more mighty and powerful than that of the 
peace movement. Yet one more task you can fulfill: 
do not let spring up in your hearts or in the hearts of 
your children that hatred which the warring men of the 
nations are now cherishing toward each other, but act 
as mediators, wherever you can, for this is indeed a 
work of civilization. When this war is ended (and may 
it come to an end as speedily as possible), then the bel- 
ligerent nations will need one another for their com- 
merce, their industries, and they will also need one an- 
other for the interchange of arts and science, which are 
truly international. What will be the outcome if we 
let hatred continue to increase? If we think of inter- 
national medical congresses, which bless and enrich all 
mankind, we also remember the other international con- 
ferences in the interests of science and learning. If we 
erect barriers around our countries, if we do not share 
with each other our intellectual and spiritual posses- 
sions, we shall become mutually poorer in spirit. 

Therefore, women, do not enkindle hatred, but advo- 
cate reconciliation. Above national consciousness is 
humanity! 

Therefore, as women, show your maturity of judg- 
ment ; show that you have the right and the duty to cry 
to your countries, "War against War" ! 

Weep no longer in your chambers, but demand your 
rights as free citizens — equal rights in the parliaments. 
Then will future wars become impossible, for your sex, 
conscious of its power, can be invincible. Our victories 
will not be victories on battlefields, but victories that 
will serve to elevate humanity ! Therefore come by the 
thousands and tens of thousands into the ranks of the 
peace organizations! — (Translated from the German.) 

Stuttgart, Germany. 



As we go to press, we learn with deep regret of the 
death, on November 20, of Dr. Ernst Bichard, President 
of the German-American Peace Society. Further ac- 
count of his services will be given in the next issue. 



Book Reviews. 

When Thoughts Will Soar. A Bomance of the Im- 
mediate Future. By the late Baroness Bertha von 
Suttner. Translated by Nathan Haskell Dole. 
449 pp. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 
1914. Price, $1.50 net. 

This romance from the pen of the author of "Lay 
Down Your Arms" is a translation of her German story, 
written some time previous to its appearance in Eng- 
lish, entitled "Der Menschheit Hochgedariken." It was 
published here only a few days before the death of the 
Baroness on June 21 of this year. Its appearance 
awakened unusual expectation because of the extraordi- 
nary popularity, the unique character, and immense cir- 
culation of her great peace novel, "Lay Down Your 
Arms." The innumerable friends and followers of the 
deceased Baroness will hasten to acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this new volume, which, though of 
an entirely different character, is nevertheless permeated 
with the life, spirit, and idealism of the author. 

It is a story of feminism and aviation rather than a 
peace novel primarily. It is, in fact, too evidently a 
book with a message, an exposition of the author's views 
on various modern problems of society, to be a thor- 
oughly good production from a literary point of view. 
As an artistic literary work it will not rank with "Lay 
Down Your Arms." 

Like others, the Baroness saw in the conquest of the 
air by the dirigible and the aeroplane a promise of fu- 
ture peace. She was roused to indignation that men 
should immediately turn these new machines to pur- 
poses of destruction. The keynote of the book, from 
which it takes its title, is her desire that men's minds 
should learn to soar to higher things as their bodies had 
conquered the air. "Progressive humanity requires 
high thinking ! Soaring thoughts ! the war-cry of the 
new, height-conquering age : the cry, 'Upward !' " 

The plot of the story is simple — if it may be said to 
have any plot. The love story (unique among love 
stories) of the heroine, Franka Garlett, and the poet, 
Chlodwig Helmer, is the unifying thread that runs 
through the entire book. Franka's lectures on behalf 
of the uplift of woman and world peace give the author 
a chance to expound her views on these questions. An 
American multi-millionaire, John A. Toker, institutes 
at Lucerne an annual "Festival of the Eose," to which 
he bids representatives of the world's leaders in arts 
and sciences. In this Eose Parliament the heroine and 
Mr. Helmer take a leading part. Among the guests the 
author introduces many well-known characters under 
thin disguises — an ex-President of the United States. 
a son of .the ruler of Germany, the head of the French 
republic, et al. Mr. Toker is especially interested in 
the possibilities of aviation. The "barbarization of the 
air" must not be allowed. The promotion of peace is 
worked admirably into the structure of the book, espe- 
cially into the latter part. 

It is unfortunate that the Baroness allowed herself to 
have the title translated, "When Thoughts Will Soar." 
This is neither English nor German. The German title 
is beautiful. We hope that Houghton Mifflin Company 
will see that a correction is made when a new edition 
is called for. 



